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Dear Families, 
 

Our teachers are delighted to answer questions that you have 

about your childôs progress and love to share their highlights of 

your childôs day with you. We hope you are taking time to visit 

on Tuesday mornings. It is nice to see you working in the class-

rooms with your children. 
 

We are very excited to be able to share the great news of an-

other successful Annual Fund campaign.  Through your contri-

butions, the childrenôs classroom contributions, ñPennies from 

Heavenò, in the carline, and the Friends and Family letters, we 

have had a high level of participation. Thank you to those fami-

lies who are giving in January and the families that plan to 

match a donation. A detailed update will be sent out soon. 
 

With Friendship, 

Sheila and Scott 
 

Heads of òThe Cool Schooló ~ 
Fox 35 News 

 
 
 

               Community Meeting  

       Required for New and Primary Families  
               Thursday, January 28th  

        6:00 - 7:15 p.m. Pollock Classroom  

                    Childcare Available  

                                IMPORTANT UPDATE!  

Please note that the community meeting initially schedule for the Elementary Families has been canceled.  

 Speaking with parents, we  feel that the information  has already been covered and is redundant.  

Take the night off!  

ñTeach music to the child and you give the soul 
a voice.ò             

~ Artist, Julia Veland 
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Annual Fund / Music Curriculum  

 
Julie F. Troum,  

Primary and Elementary Music Specialist 

 

 
 

                        

                  Orff Instruments in Action! 

The harmonic accompaniment that is supplied by the below Orff instruments not only enhances the songs we sing but directs stu-
dentsô attention to the elements of music, such as rhythm, soft and loud dynamics, fast and slow tempo. Hands-on training helps to 
develop both coordination and music performance skills. The primary students looked fully engaged in the pursuit of their music edu-

cation. The elementary students practiced the blues with the help of Duke Ellington. 

                                                              Japan Unit 
Beginning in the Spring of 2010, the Elementary music curriculum will focus on the cherry blossoms and art forms of Japan in prepa-
ration for our end-of-year evening program at the Lake Mary Events Center on May  3, 2010. Reserve the date now! A cultural im-
mersion occurs when students experience a cross-curriculum integration of the arts with social studies and science. Understanding 

of content is further enhanced by these meaningful connections. 
 

 

                                               Musical Growth Philosophy 
 

When a child strives to learn at their capacity, they gain the self-knowledge they need towards fulfillment, according to psychologist, 
Abraham Maslow. Challenge is important towards musical growth. To meet a challenge for academic achievement, a child must 
have a sense of competence (Deci & Ryan, 2008). Each Tuesday, during music, students at LMMA learn to realize their musical 
potential by full participation (effort). John Dewey (1935) wrote: ñPurposeful action is thus the goal of all that is truly educative, and it 

is the means by which the goal is reached and its content remade.  

Music Listening: At the Core of Music Learning 
 

Students enter the music classroom while music plays in the background. ñTo enjoy music, one must pay attention to itò Csikszentmi-
halyi, 1990, p. 109 describing the ñflow of musicò in his book entitled, Flow: The Psychology of the Optimal Experience. The nation-
ally renowned music researcher, Joyce Jordan, Ph.D. said, ñListening is the cornerstone of both musical development and total de-
velopment. Singing supports language development; movement supports motor development; the ensemble experience supports 

social development; literacy learning through rhythmic patterns supports cognitive development.ò (Jordan, 2009, p. 14) 

 


